The «gathering place of reference»

Other UfM Energy
Platforms

Launched on 14 November 2016, at the COP22 climate summit in
Marrakesh, the UfM Renewable Energy and Energy Efficiency
Platform (UfM REEE Platform) aims to promote the progressive
deployment of renewable energy and energy efficiency measures.

Launched on 12 October 2015, in Rabat, the UfM Regional
Electricity Market Platform (UfM REM Platform) aims at the
progressive integration of energy systems and energy markets in
the UfM region.

The platform will also identify and implement joint initiatives, and
promote the growth of renewables and energy efficiency measures
in order to foster socio-economic development, contribute to
ensure that all citizens and businesses of the region have access
to secure, affordable and reliable modern energy services, as well
as to support mitigation and adaptation to climate change in the
Euro-Mediterranean region.

Firstly, the platform will focus on integrating countries on the
southern and eastern coasts of the Mediterranean. In the medium
to long term, the platform then envisages integrating these markets
with the EU countries. The overall goal is to achieve a regional
electricity market in which electricity can be exchanged across
borders without physical, technical or regulatory barriers.

Towards a mutually beneficial regional dialog and cooperation
in the Euro-Mediterranean gas sector

See also UfM dedicated webpage on Energy Platforms at:
https://ufmsecretariat.org/ufm-energy-platforms/

Observatoire Méditerranéen de l’Energie
32 bis, Boulevard Haussmann
75009 PARIS – FRANCE
Tél. : +33 (0) 1 70 16 91 20
Fax : +33 (0) 1 70 16 91 19
Email : contact@ufmgasplatform.org
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Concrete and effective dissemination of information about the UfM
Gas Platform and its activities to the stakeholders of the platform
and to the broader public are key elements to ensure the successful
implementation of the work programme of the platform.
A quarterly newsletter is produced by the Secretariat of the UfM
Gas Platform. Available in English, French and Arabic, the newsletter
is disseminated in electronic format by e-mail and made available
on the website of the platform. The newsletter covers platform
related activities: working group meetings, workshops, abstracts of
platform studies and reports, as well as forthcoming events.
A dedicated website was launched in June 2018. Administrated
and updated by the Secretariat of the UfM Gas Platform, it is
designed to act as an interface between the Secretariat and
stakeholders of the platform on the one hand, and as a mirror to
disseminate the platform activities and related news on the other
hand. As for the quarterly newsletter, the website is available in
English, French and Arabic.
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Background

of the Presidents of OME, the Association of Mediterranean Energy
Regulators (MedReg), the Association of the Mediterranean Transmission System Operators (Med-TSO) and Medgrid project.

On 11 July 2014, in Malta, at the High Level Euro-Mediterranean
Conference on “the role of gas developments in the Mediterranean
region”, and on 19 November 2014, in Rome, at the High
Level Conference on “building a Euro-Mediterranean energy
bridge: the strategic importance of Euro-Med gas and electricity
networks in the content of energy security”, EU Energy Ministers,
Ministers of Southern and Eastern Mediterranean countries, and
the European Commission confirmed the importance of regional
energy cooperation for ensuring secure, affordable and sustainable
energy for the region and beyond. They also agreed that further
strengthening regional cooperation in the Mediterranean on
natural gas is required in order to achieve the above-mentioned
purpose/intention and decided to establish a platform on gas. The
Observatoire Méditerranéen de l’Energie (OME) was appointed as
Secretariat of this platform.
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Mission

traders, suppliers, shippers, TSOs/DSOs, storage system and LNG
operators);
- identify and promote the role of gas in electricity generation,
transport and other domestic, commercial and industrial activities.

The Union for the Mediterranean (UfM) Gas Platform aims at
enhancing a regional structured dialogue, allowing the gradual
development of a more secure, transparent and predictable EuroMediterranean gas market in a manner that correctly and fairly
balances the interest of both producing and consuming countries
and provides the basis of the long-term secure development of the
abundant resources in the region. The objective is for the UfM Gas
Platform to become the “gathering place of reference” for policy
makers to discuss and shape the gas related developments in the
Euro-Mediterranean region.

- help set arrangements which would allow all UfM Members
to inter-act and trade within an increasingly integrated EuroMediterranean gas market;
- promote technological cooperation and foster cooperation in the
domain of safety for the development of gas projects;
- identify energy projects of common interest of UfM Members and
highlight needs in terms of developing Mediterranean domestic
and sub-regional energy markets. The UfM projects of common
interests will be determined by the UfM Members by consensus,
and the viability, inter alia, financial and technical, of the projects
will be taken into account. These projects will, where possible,
be considered relevant for the UfM Gas Platform, which will
create strong political momentum for their eventual financial
support; Prior to proposing a UfM project of common interest
for consideration by the UfM Members, the Co-Presidency/UfM
Secretariat will ensure prior consent of all involved UfM Members.
Existing gas projects in all UfM Member countries, as well as,
but not limited to, European Union Projects of Common Interest
involving at least one UfM Member, shall be taken into account,
when drawing up UfM projects of common interest by consensus;

The UfM Gas Platform, developed in the framework of the
Barcelona process and the Union for the Mediterranean, will
respect all the latter’s principles.

Specific objectives
The UfM Gas Platform’s specific objectives, as indicated in the
Working Guidelines, are for its participants to work together more
inclusively and comprehensively in order to:
- assess current outlook of the gas market in the Euro-Mediterranean
region and examine factors affecting future developments
around gas demand and supply, including addressing upstream
production and demand challenges;

- determine all issues (e.g. regulatory, permitting, coordination,
technical and financial) impeding the rapid development of
infrastructures and taking actions to remedy them;

- promote regional energy supply and demand security and examine
schemes for addressing emergency situations for gas supply. This
will help (current and future) producing countries develop their
domestic and export strategies;
- study different existing market models in the Euro-Mediterranean
Region and drafting advisory assessment reports for market
development opening in the different market segments (producers,

On 11 June 2015, in Brussels, the UfM Gas Platform was officially
announced and draft final Terms of Reference of the platform was
presented. The objective of the platform is to enhance the cooperation in the Euro-Med region between all stakeholders of the gas
chain, and through a bottom-up approach to improve gas security
by identifying barriers or opportunities.
The UfM Regional Electricity Market Platform (UfM REM Platform)
and the UfM Renewable Energy and Energy Efficiency Platform
(UfM REEE Platform) were officially launched on 12 October 2015
and 14 November 2016 respectively.
On 1 December 2016, in Rome, at the UfM Ministerial Meeting on
Energy, the ministers in charge of energy from the 43 members
of the UfM agreed to step up regional cooperation on energy in
order to deliver a secure, affordable and sustainable energy supply,
a major factor for stability and shared prosperity in the Mediterranean region. They also agreed that policy dialogue and concrete
initiatives will be carried out under the three UfM energy platforms
covering the priority policy areas, and called for a coherent regional
and inclusive approach across the three platforms.

The Union for the Mediterranean (UfM) Senior Officials Meeting of
31 March 2015 in Brussels agreed to frame energy cooperation
at large of all the 43 UfM Members on the basis of this platform
on gas, as well as on two other platforms (on electricity and on
renewable energy and energy efficiency).

The ministers in charge of energy from the 43 members of
the UfM endorsed the two-year work programmes of the three
UfM Energy Platforms.

On 6 May 2015, in Rabat, EU Commissioner Miguel Arias Cañete
and the Moroccan Minister for Energy, Abdelkader Amara, unveiled
three new Euro-Mediterranean platforms (on gas, regional electricity market, and renewables and energy efficiency) in the presence

Programme of work

security of supply and sustainability. It will include an analysis of
how to maximise the potential of the Eastern Mediterranean and
Southern Gas Corridors.

The two-year Work Programme endorsed by the Energy Ministers
of UfM Members sets out the UfM Gas Platform’s priorities and
possible resulting platform activities, concrete deliverables and
interim milestones.
The Work Program consists of two elements: thematic studies with
deliverables, and events (meetings) on cross-cutting or specific
issues.
Thematic studies are broken down in three subject areas:

Task 2.5. An advisory assessment whether and how TSOs in
the region could beneficially cooperate in long term planning of
system development with network investments and monitoring the
developments of transmission network capacities. This investigation
would aim capacity building needs of TSO’s to increase capability
of cooperation between them.
Task 2.6. An infrastructure database with information on (existing,
under construction, planned) LNG terminals/plants, gas storages
facilities and pipelines in the Euro-Mediterranean region.

1. Gas supply and demand;
2. Infrastructure;

3. Cross-cutting issues

3. Cross-cutting issues.
For each of the subject area, a Working Group of relevant
stakeholders is established. Dedicated workshops related to the
studies may be organised.
Thematic studies with deliverables
1. Gas supply and demand

Task 3.1. The role of a suitable institutional and regulatory framework
to promote favourable conditions and foster relevant investments to
facilitate the gradual development of gas exchanges. The report will
address existing cross-border trade barriers and how to overcome
them between countries fully in line with international law and
promote the harmonisation/compatibility of rules and codes. It
will identify any barriers and define the parameters for coherent
investments and propose appropriate options and arrangements to
provide a better framework for attracting public/private investment.
Task 3.2. An advisory assessment of the conditions for creating
and developing a number of liquid, well-functioning and wellinterconnected gas hubs, which would allow tapping the potential
of natural gas in the Euro-Mediterranean region.

Task 1.1. An Advisory assessment of the existing and future of the
gas supply-demand balance in the Euro-Mediterranean region. This
assessment will include factors and challenges affecting future
developments around gas demand and supply as well as market
developments. It may help to develop a strategy and an action plan
for the countries of the region to reduce uncertainty through an
efficient planning, technology transfer and best practices.
2. Infrastructure

Events

Task 2.1. An Advisory review of the current status and usage of
gas infrastructure in the Euro-Mediterranean region focusing on
transmission, storage and LNG liquefaction/regasification.

Members

- Capacity-building takes place through specific training sessions
on gas-related matters;
- Awareness raising and outreach to the public is improved through
targeted events and meetings;

Task 2.2. The role of LNG in gas supply security in the EuroMediterranean region. It will also include an analysis on how to
improve the way LNG is loaded/ transported from LNG terminals.
The study will take into account, where appropriate, current national
and regional infrastructure development projects and the EU LNG
strategy as well as new uses of LNG and new services offered by
LNG terminals in the region, aiming at maximizing interests of both
consumers and producers.

Regional Workshop on Natural Gas Supply-Demand Prospects in the Euro-Med Region, Algiers, March 2018

-
determine cross-border barriers between countries and
recommend solutions to overcome them and promote the
harmonisation of rules and codes;

The European Union (EU) and Jordan in their capacity of co-president of the Union for the Mediterranean, chair together the steering committee and all other groups and meetings that are settled
and/or convened by the UfM Gas Platform.

-
seek the most appropriate ways of diversifying natural gas
resources and routes.

The Observatoire Méditerranéen de l’Energie (OME), as
Secretariat of the UfM Gas Platform, supports the European

Commission by providing technical assistance in the operation and
the execution of a number of (secretarial) activities of the platform.
All UfM Members and stakeholders that have an interest in the
Euro-Mediterranean region can participate in the work of the UfM
Gas Platform.

- An annual UfM Gas Platform Conference to report on progress and
discuss next steps (as in the working guidelines);
- An annual meeting of the UfM Energy Platforms.

Task 2.3. A compilation and assessment of the already proposed
gas infrastructure projects in the region and the identification of
bottlenecks. The aim is to identify gaps which prevent efficient
flows across the Euro Mediterranean region and see whether
the proposed pipeline projects are enough to cover those gaps.
An analysis of how to maximise the potential of the Eastern
Mediterranean and Southern Gas Corridor will be also included.
Infrastructure cost and environmental and socio-economic impact
will also be taken into account.
Task 2.4. An investigation of the potential and benefits of common
Euro-Mediterranean gas infrastructures, which would best serve the
future supply-demand balance in region and beyond. This exercise
will also take into account infrastructure cost, the socio-economic
benefits of the projects in terms of market integration, competition,
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